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The  Story  of  Guman  Singh 

A  Gurkha  Soldier  and 
Pioneer  Evangelist  in  Nepal 


MOUNTAIN  SCENERY  IN  THE  FAR  NORTH  OF  INDIA 


ON  the  northern  boundary  of  the  United  Provinces  in  North  India  is  the  small 
independent  state  of  Nepal.  The  missionaries  of  Gorakhpur  have  always  longed 
Nepal  a  for  an  °Pen  door  into  this  country,  but  no  missionary  would  be  tolerated 

closed  Land,  there.  The  country  is  governed  by  a  Maharajah,  and  the  presence  of 
foreigners  is  resented.  Any  attempt  to  evangelize  these  people  would  evoke  violent 
opposition. 

In  the  rainy  season,  when  the  atmosphere  is  clear,  from  the  Gorakhpur  district  or  any 
other  district  in  British  India  which  borders  on  Nepal,  a  magnificent  range  of  snow-capped 
mountains  may  be  seen  towering  majestically  on  the  northern  horizon.  These  are  the 
mountains  which  separate  Nepal  from  Tibet.  They  mark  the  home  of  our  brave  Gurkha 
soldiers ;  they  inspire  our  awe  with  their  vast  proportions,  their  eternal  snows,  their 
undisturbed  solitude,  their  unchangeableness.  But  thought  travels  down  their  snowy 
slopes  to  inquire  about  the  people  who  dwell  under  their  shadows,  and  drink  of  their 
never-failing  streams.  Who  are  the  Nepalese  ?  What  do  they  know  about  the  “  Light  of 
the  World  ”  ? 
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The  story  I  am  about  to  relate  is  one  that  may  well  rank  highly  in  missionary 
enterprise,  revealing  so  clearly  how  “  God  works  in  a  mysterious  way  His  wonders  to 
perform.” 

Let  us  remind  ourselves  how  St.  Paul  (see  Acts  xvi.)  set  his  heart  on  evangelizing 
Bithynia,  a  country  in  northern  Asia  Minor,  washed  by  the  waters  of  the  Black  Sea.  But 
although  “  they  essayed  to  go”  there,  “the  Spirit  suffered  them  not.”  The 
flosed^and,  Spirit  shut  the  door,  because,  as  subsequent  events  proved,  greater  oppor- 
Birthplace  of  tunities  awaited  the  Apostle  elsewhere.  St.  Paul  is  summoned  by  a  vision 

Nicaean  Creed  .  .  ...  . 

into  Europe,  and  in  Philippi  his  first  three  converts  are  an  Asiatic,  a  Grecian, 
and  a  Roman.  The  Asiatic  is  Lydia,  of  Thyatira,  an  influential  woman.  It  is  possible 
that  Lydia,  returning  to  her  home,  spread  the  light,  and  that  she  had  some  share  in  the 
evangelization  of  the  neighbouring  country  of  Bithynia.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  fact  stands 
out  beyond  all  denial,  that  Bithynia  became  a  Christian  country,  and  that  in  325  A.D.  the 
Great  Council  was  held  at  Nicsea  within  its  borders,  where  the  Nicaean  Creed  had  its  birth. 

Nepal  was  closed  to  the  European  missionary,  but  God  was  elsewhere  preparing  His 
special  messenger  for  His  work  in  that  country.  Where  a  foreigner  could  not  go,  a  native 
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could  go,  and  in  this  way  by  a  native  Christian  the  Gospel  has  been  carried  into  Nepal. 
But  it  was  necessary  that  this  Nepalese  should  find  Christ  outside  Nepal. 

Guman  Singh’s  Mission. 

Nepal  is  the  home  of  the  Gurkhas.  Many  of  them  come  into  British  India  and  enlist 
in  native  regiments.  The  hero  of  our  story,  Guman  Singh,  a  native  of  Nepal  and  a  Gurkha 
by  birth,  decided  to  become  a  soldier,  and  he  was  appointed  a  bandsman  in  a  Gurkha 
regiment. 

Guman  Singh  has  a  Mongolian  appearance  :  he  is  short  and  robust,  with  flat  face, 
oblique  eyes,  reddish  yellow  complexion,  black  hair,  and  hairless  face.  He  has  a  peculiar 
nervous  affection,  which  is  especially  in  evidence  when  he  is  praying.  This  is  a  rapid 
shaking  of  the  right  hand  ;  the  motion  increasing  in  rapidity  as  his  fervour  increases.  He 
has  a  delightfully  free  manner,  and  extends  his  hand  to  greet  any  one  he  meets,  European 
or  Indian,  with  refreshing  freedom,  so  different  from  the  cringing  servility  of  many  natives. 
His  face  beams  with  smiles,  expressing  his  happy  disposition,  and  again  his  face  sets  in  a 
purposeful  solemnity,  suggesting  those  spiritual  depths  which  he  has  touched. 
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With  his  regiment  he  moved  about  and  came  in  contact  with  Christians  as  well  as 
Hindus  and  Mohammedans.  He  learned  a  little  about  Christ  and  also  attended  some 
revival  meetings  in  the  Khasi  Hills  of  Assam.  By  this,  but  more  by  direct 
He  becomes  communion,  Guman  Singh  realized  the  love  of  Christ.  He  tells  how  that  one 

a  Christian.  .  . 

day  he  had  a  vision ;  that  he  saw  Christ  and  heard  His  voice.  Christ  told 
him  to  carry  the  message  of  salvation  to  his  own  people,  the  Nepalese.  He  determined  to 
do  so  when  his  leave  was  granted  to  him. 


He  had  to  wait  several  months  before  his  six  months’  furlough  became  due.  In  the 
meanwhile  he  gave  full  proof  of  his  conversion.  He  preached  to  his  comrades  and  sought 
to  win  them.  His  zeal  and  earnestness  provoked  bitter  opposition,  and  led  to 
Heartless  heartless  persecution.  His  trials  were  very  severe,  and  reached  a  climax  when 

Persecution.  r  J 

his  fellow-soldiers,  incensed  against  him,  one  day  rushed  upon  him,  and, 
knocking  him  down,  dragged  him  by  the  ear  a  considerable  distance  along  the  ground ;  the 
ear  was  almost  torn  off.  Guman  Singh’s  injuries  were  so  severe  that  he  had  to  be  sent  into 
hospital,  where  he  remained  in  a  serious  condition  for  some  days. 


When  he  had  sufficiently  recovered  to  be  allowed  to  talk,  the  hospital  authorities  asked 


GURKHA  SOLDIERS, 
NAT1YES  OF  NEPAL, 
WHO  HA  YE  ENLISTED 

IN 

THE  BRITISH  ARMY 


A  f. 
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him  to  lodge  a  complaint  against  the  men  who  had  handled  him  so  roughly  and  cruelly. 
This  Guman  Singh  flatly  refused  to  do.  He  declined  to  give  any  information  that  would 
lead  to  the  identification  of  his  persecutors.  How  clearty  we  can  see  here  the  Christlike 
spirit  of  the  man.  We  can  hear  the  echo  of  the  words  on  the  Cross,  “Father,  forgive 
them,  for  they  know  not  what  they  do  ” ;  and  we  are  reminded  of  the  first  Christian 
martyr’s  prayer  for  his  persecutors,  “  Lord,  lay  not  this  sin  to  their  charge.”  Love  was 
the  moving  force  with  him,  and  he  longed  to  win  for  Christ  all  with  whom  he  came  in 
contact. 

I  have  rarely  seen  a  brighter  face  or  happier  expression  than  that  of  Guman  Singh, 
and  his  face  is  the  index  of  his  heart. 

His  happiness  accounted  for. 

But  it  is  not  wonderful  that  he  should  be  so  happy,  it  is  quite  natural.  We  have  but 
to  contrast  his  present  and  previous  outlook  on  life  to  understand  the  change  and  its  cause. 
In  Nepal  both  Buddhism  and  Hinduism  are  found,  but  the  latter  greatly  predominates. 
The  Gurkhas  are  Hindus,  so  Guman  Singh’s  early  training  was  in  Hinduism.  His  earliest 
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ideas  about  God  would  be  either  pantheistic  or  polytheistic  ;  if  the  former,  he  would 
conceive  of  God  as  an  impersonal  force,  without  thought  or  passion,  cold,  remote, 
inaccessible.  If  the  latter,  he  would  believe  that  the  universe  was  tenanted  by  innumerable 
A  Personal  deities,  many,  if  not  all,  malignant,  whose  delight  was  in  human  suffering,  and 
in'phfc^of  w^10  mus^  be  propitiated  continually.  In  place  of  this  coldness  and  dread,  the 
pantheism,  knowledge  of  God  as  a  personal,  loving  Father  dawned  upon  him.  It  was  a 
revelation  and  joy.  The  Father  is  in  His  home,  loving  His  children,  and  controlling  their 
lives.  Only  those  who  have  passed  through  such  an  experience  can  appreciate  the  exceeding 
joy  of  such  an  awakening.  It  is  more  than  a  release  from  the  hideous  and  grotesque  fancies 
of  nightmare  ;  it  is  finding  a  home,  a  loving  Father,  a  welcome. 

Again,  in  Hinduism,  Guman  Singh  would  have  been  taught  the  inexorable  demands  of 
“  Karma,”  that  is,  that  there  is  no  escape  from  the  result  of  every  action,  good  or  bad. 
Forgiveness,  Actions  rule  the  soul’s  destiny  with  impartiality  and  without  escape.  The  soul 
m  place  of  -g  reincarnate,  and  its  upward  and  downward  course  is  determined  by  actions 
of  Karma,  in  a  previous  existence.  There  is  no  hope,  no  escape.  Birth  succeeds  birth  over 
and  over  again;  it  is  a  weary  succession,  and  death  is  no  release,  but  only  the  link 
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connecting  this  endless  series  of  existences.  In  place  of  this  hopeless  fatalism,  there  arose 
in  Guman  Singh’s  heart  a  belief  in  the  Christian  doctrine  of  the  forgiveness  of  sins.  The 
demands  of  Karma  were  unreal  ;  even  sin  could  be  forgiven,  and  a  new  start  could  be 
made,  as  a  forgiven  child  of  God.  Here  was  emancipation — here  was  the  snapping  of  the 
fetters  which  had  chained  him  to  the  past.  How  liberated  such  a  soul  must  feel  as  it 
bounds  into  such  freedom  ;  no  wonder  Singh’s  face  was  radiant  with  joy.  No  released  slave 
felt  more  relieved  than  he,  for  Karma  was  bondage  indeed,  and  forgiveness  is  very  real. 

Once  more,  Christianity  reveals  to  this  thirsty  soul  a  hope  for  this  life  also.  Only  those 
who  have  come  into  contact  with  the  caste  system  can  realize  its  paralyzing  and  dispiriting 
The  brother-  influence.  It  is  totally  different  from  the  social  distinctions  that  exist  in 
i1°°1  ofemofn  European  society.  The  caste  system  teaches  that  one  man  is  more  divine 
caste.  than  another,  and  destroys  self-respect.  It  also  forbids  aspiration  or  ambition, 

for  the  path  of  life  is  mapped  out  for  the  Hindu,  and  he  must  remain  in  his  caste,  which 
includes  his  profession  or  occupation,  whatever  that  may  be.  There  may  be  much  latent 
talent  in  these  people  awaiting  development,  but  caste  shuts  up  every  avenue  except  the 
one  opened  by  birth  in  the  line  of  a  parent’s  life.  This  system  is  pernicious  and 
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sterilizing,  and  the  nation  is  bankrupt  that  practises  it.  Christianity  on  the  other  hand 
proclaimed  the  brotherhood  of  men.  It  swept  aside  every  barrier  to  free  intercourse  with 
man,  and  it  lifted  the  soul  from  grovelling  self-abasement  to  a  right  appreciation  of  life’s 
privileges  and  responsibilities.  Christ’s  teaching  revealed  a  brotherhood  where  all  racial 
distinctions  are  obliterated,  “  there  is  neither  Jew  nor  Greek  ”  ;  where  all  social  inequalities 
are  levelled,  “  there  is  neither  bond  nor  free  ” ;  where  even  differences  of  sex  are  ignored, 
“  there  is  neither  male  nor  female.”  And  Guman  Singh  was  able  to  learn  the  meaning  of 
that  majestic  utterance  of  our  Lord’s,  “Whosoever  shall  do  the  will  of  My  Father  Which  is 
in  heaven,  the  same  is  My  brother,  and  sister,  and  mother  ”  (St.  Matt.  xii.  50). 

There  was  still  further  gladness  in  the  Christian  message  for  this  Hindu.  The  doctrine 
of  “  Karma  ”  is  depressing ;  it  weighs  down  the  spirit  with  its  ever-revolving  wheel  of 
change,  but  the  goal  to  which  humanity  is  moving  is  depicted  in  still  more 
in  place  of  P  sombre  colours.  It  is  darkness  without  a  single  ray  of  light.  The  soul  is 
anni  1  a  Ion-  annihilated.  What  appears  personal  and  separate  in  human  beings  loses  its 
identity,  being  merged  in  the  one  all-pervading  impersonal  soul,  that  comprises  all  being. 
This  darkness  Christ  has  dispelled.  The  veil  hiding  the  future  has  been  lifted,  only  a  little, 


13 


but  sufficiently  for  the  Christian  to  catcli  a  glimpse  of  the  conditions  of  that  outer  world. 
There  he  can  dimly  descry  an  existence  in  which  all  that  is  good  and  beautiful  here  below 
is  conserved.  “  To-day,  thou  shalt  be  with  Me  in  paradise,”  told  the  penitent  thief  of 
retention  of  personality  and  communion  in  the  spirit  world.  The  Hindu  looks  upon  the 
relation  of  a  father  to  a  son  as  accidental  and  reversible.  They  cross  one  another’s  paths 
in  their  long  succession  of  rebirths.  They  may  meet  again  in  another  birth,  but  without 
recognition.  All  is  accidental  and  transitory  :  the  goal  is  oblivion.  But  Christianity 
assures  us  that  the  love  of  a  father  for  a  son,  or  mother  for  her  daughter,  or  a  husband 
for  his  wife,  is  not  lost:  “Now  abideth  faith,  hope,  love,  these  three,  but  the  greatest 
of  these  is  love.”  Christ  has  flooded  the  life  beyond  with  faith,  hope,  and  love,  and  into 
this  joy  our  Christian  bandsman  has  entered. 

An  Evangelist  to  Nepal. 

The  eager  desire  of  Guman  Singh  was  to  carry  this  Christian  message  of  love  to  his 
own  people  in  Nepal.  Of  the  first  disciple  called  by  Christ  it  is  written  :  “  He  findeth  first 
his  own  brother,  Simon  ”  (St.  John  i.  41).  This  was  the  spirit  that  animated  this  Nepalese 
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soldier.  He  had  a  deep  longing  that  his  own  countrymen  should  share  in  these  good  things 
that  had  come  to  him.  He  knew  how  sorely  they  needed  Christ. 


Nepal  is  not  British  India,  but  an  independent  state  responsible  for  its  own 
administration.  We  must  feel  specially  interested  in  these  people,  because  of  their 
Nepal’s  friendly  attitude  to  the  British  in  the  anxious  days  of  the  Mutiny  in 

r  nendliness  .  .  .  ... 

to  Britain.  185/,  and  tor  their  practical  help  in  supplying  troops  to  assist  in 
suppressing  the  factious  element  at  that  time. 


But  as  Nepal  is  not  British  India,  the  beneficent  inliuence  of  a  Christian  administration 
has  but  slightly  touched  that  state,  and  many  things  are  permitted  there  which  would  not 
Her  be  tolerated  in  a  Christian  land.  There  we  find  that  a  system  of  slavery 

Unhappiness,  exists,  and  slaves  may  be  purchased  for  small  sums  of  money.  The  practice 
of  sati,  which  is  forbidden  in  British  India,  is  still  allowed,  and  so  recently  as  1877  three 
wives  of  Sir  Jung  Bahadur,  the  Maharajah  of  Nepal,  were  burned  on  their  husband’s 
funeral  pyre.  (The  idea  underlying  the  practice  of  sati  is  that  the  deceased  husband 
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has  the  same  needs  as  the  living.  The  wife  is  sent  into  the  world  of  shades  with  her 
husband,  just  as  arms,  clothing,  or  treasures  are  buried  in  his  tomb,  or  slaves  are  slain  to 
attend  their  master  in  the  underworld.  This  custom  was  incorporated  in  the  system  of 
Hinduism,  though  logically  it  contradicts  metempsychosis.)  The  moral  condition  of  the 
people  is  very  low,  and  polygamy  and  polyandry  are  common  practices.  Christian  light 
will  banish  slavery,  it  will  cleanse  and  beautify  the  home,  and  it  will  claim  reverence  for 
The  Remedy,  human  life  ;  and  besides  these  temporal  benefits,  it  will  disperse  the  mists  of 
superstition  and  error,  and  reveal  the  Heavenly  Father’s  love  to  His  forgiven  and 
accepted  children. 


Guman  Singh  crossed  the  frontier  into  his  own  country  when  the  opportunity  came, 
and  he  passed  from  village  to  village  telling  the  good  news  of  Christ.  In  many  villages 
The  Frontier  ^ie  was  wdl  received,  and  many  of  the  Nepalese  have  expressed  their  desire 
Crossed.  to  embrace  the  Christian  Faith.  A  work  lias  been  started  in  Nepal  that  may 
have  far-reaching  effects.  This  Gurkha  bandsman  may  be  the  pioneer  of  Christ  in 
the  closed  land  of  Nepal. 
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Although  he  is  not  on  the  staff  of  any  missionary  society,  and  all  his  efforts  have  been 
initiated  by  himself,  and  all  his  expenses  paid  out  of  his  own  pocket,  yet  he  has  allied 
What  will  be  himself  to  the  C.M.S.  Mission  at  Gorakhpur,  and  he  holds  a  letter  of  com- 
the  result?  mendation  from  the  Bishop  of  Lucknow.  The  missionaries  at  Gorakhpur  see 
in  this  evangelist  the  means  of  fulfilling  their  long-cherished  hope  to  send  the  Gospel  into 
Nepal. 

J.  F.  Pemberton. 
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